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Fiamma Awning Observations / Adjustment
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Our unit was purchased from a private party in 2004. From the start the Fiamma Awning did not close properly. The red tab near the entry did not fully retract indicating the awning was not locked in position. Further, with the awning extended, looking along the edge of the Outrigger revealed a slight inward bend – bowed in towards the TM. This resulted in the middle of the Outrigger contacting the awning housing before the section nearest the entry. Due to the slight inward curvature, the end of the awning near the entry did not completely seat in the case.

One of the Fiamma Awning Repair pdf files explains how to adjust the dual shock absorber in order to set the elbows of each extension arm to the same height (see pdf file). I noticed that the extension arm elbow next to the entry was lower than the elbow on the tongue side. A simple turn of the dual shock absorber adjustment nut corrected the problem. After making several minor adjustments to both extension arm dual shock absorbers, it became obvious that both elbows need to be set “slightly” lower than the bottom of the awning case. As the awning in retracted note the leading edge of the elbows as they approach the awning case. The elbows will have enough play to gently rise up above the case leading edge and retract into the case. If the elbows are too high when entering the case, the awning will jam and fail to completely enter the case.

Making this fine adjustment to the extension arm elbow resolved the issue. The awning now locks securely – red tab is fully retracted – at both ends of the awning case.

The second step that probably helped resolve the retraction issue was the use of the Middle Support Rib. Extend the awning, attach the Middle Support Rib and lock securely in place. Next retract the awning enough to apply pressure to the Middle Support Rib. This will cause the Outrigger curvature to straighten out. Leave the awning set up in this manner for several hours in order to retrain the Outrigger.

In future awning deployments, be sure to attach the Middle Support Rib (securely locked) and retract the awning enough to straighten out the Outrigger.

Up until now I would install the Middle Support Rib but not lock it in position. Retracting the awning to remove slack would cause the Outrigger ends to be pushed out slightly resulting in a slight curvature – curve center pointed towards the TM.
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